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MICROFICTION AND MINIMALISM AS EMERGING TRENDS IN LITERATURE

Ms. S Padmavathi
Associate Professor, Department of English, Aurora’s Degree & PG College, Hyderabad,
Telangana, padmavathis.s@gmail.com

Dr. P, Bharathi
Professor, Dept of English, Aurora’s Degree & PG College, Hyderabad, Telangana
smapbr2000@gmail.com

Abstract:

A misspelled word grabbed a $750 cash prize in 1965— It was ‘Lighght’ by American poet Aram
Saroyan. The Literary world was outraged at this ignominy but the poet’s response was- “Even a
five-word poem has a beginning, middle, and end. A one-word poem doesn’t. You can see it all at
once. It’s instant.” A Website on the net says ‘Read 15 amazing works of Fiction in less than 30
min.” That is the trend in literature --Flash fiction, blogs, MABs, Twitter, and so on. Minimalism
has taken over in the literary field as well. Life is ‘speeding on’ - no time to relax with a book in
one hand and a cup of coffee in the other. We are trying to find shortcuts for everything--to fit in
a lot.

Writers nowadays prefer Blogs, MABs and other trends in writing because there is immediate
response or feedback which is inspiring. Blog writing is like an informal diary and you have the
freedom of expression—taking a toll on the ethics of writing. Flash fiction is attracting more
writers and readers as it summarizes the whole story in few words. It is actually promoting readers
when there is a dearth of them in today’s world. Julius Caesar wrapped up the story of his victory
in the battle of Zela in the year 47 BC in just three words- veni, vidi, vici. This paper attempts to
look at different forms of microfiction and examples that reflect minimalism in writing.

Key Words: Minimalism, Flash fiction, Blogs, Instant, Twitter, Few Words, One-word poem
Introduction

The landscape of post-modern fiction is being barraged by an agglomeration of refreshing styles
of writing. A silent revolution is taking shape; neither with guns nor swords but with something
much more puissant than these: the keyboard, the modern equivalent to pen. Silent, passive, and
noiseless though words may be, they set in action countless multitudes, and change the order of
nations.

The scenario was an entirely different one, a few decades ago, when you could find young
bibliophiles engrossed in reading tomes. In this jet-speed world if you give a choice to a young
man or girl—a screen or a book—no surprise he/she will undoubtedly opt for the screen, which
mesmerizes and enchants people into losing themselves and being swallowed into the black hole

of the screen.
It is unimaginable to expect the rare species of young readers of today to enjoy a voluminous epic
of ten books with over ten thousand lines of verse like Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’; monster novels,
the titans of text, like ‘The son of Ponni’ by Kalki Krishnamurthy released in five volumes of

- 7\ /
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MYTH IN THE BOOKS OF AMISHTRIPATHI AND
DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

Moumita Santra
Asst Professor Dept. of English, Aurora’s Degree & PG College
moumitasantral 998« gmail.com

Abstract

The activity of transcription is essential to qualitative research, yet the literature on transcription
portrays it as given in these types of investigations. It begins with the discussionof rich
mythological, based literature provided by few writers. It discusses features of myth that can
richly be found in the writings of Amish Tripathi and Devdutt Pattanaik. Elaborationis done on
how the age-old myths are presented without improvising the original characters and being
mindful of the look-out for potential literary value. It is a great way to make the reader
understand the story in a much deeper manner. The portrayal of the numerous local folklores
and tales connected to the epic, which have been presented in a completely new genre, is what
makes these authors popular among readers, in addition to recounting the interesting portions
of obscure mythology. Their transcriptions went into making sure that stories matched and made
sense from each character's point of view. This paper proposes thatliterature plays a crucial role
in literary transcription based on the features of transcription studies, the connections between
the transcriptor and the text, and the transcriptor’s creative role during the transcription process.
The writers follow a kind of similar concept of presenting the beautifully woven scenes and
characters that explains our planetary crisis by the culmination of a variety of events,
Keywords — Transcription literature, originality of the text, culmination of events, folklores

INTRODUCTION

In our modern civilization, stories have taken on a significant role in many aspects of our
everyday lives and serve as a universal medium for human connection. They have been around
for much longer than historical records, and storytelling has undergone significant alteration
over time. Stories have captivated humanity throughout history, from cave drawings to literature
to movies. The desire to tell and hear stories hasn't changed, despite the techniques being
different, and it still profoundly affects how we view life.

Myths or mythology is a story or collection of stories assembled as an epic. On that Indian
mythology being so rich in stories and archetypical characters have developed immense amount
of interest all over the globe. Given such reason the concept of interpretation in Indianmythology
is not entirely new. The two pillars of mythological literature are ‘Sruti® and ‘Smriti’. Sruti refers
to the divine literature which is believed to have had no human intervention in its making, Smriti
on the other hand is what is remembered by the sages and put to words, needless to say with
their own subjective interpretations. Although Sruti enjoys a greater status than Smriti when it

comes to authority, nonetheless, the concept of rememberedtexts
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has been there in Indian mythology. (Jha, 2015)

The attempt to retell mythology is also very prominent in Indian society. The televised versionof
Indian two epics Ramayana and Mahabharata, Krishna Katha, Shiv Katha etc. conveyed to
viewers have a huge impact on their personalities. Indian mythological stories are intended to
provide nuanced information, guidelines, and laws that should govern our daily life.

*_..Hanuman gocs to the netherworld to pick up the ring that has accidentally fallen
off Rama's finger. There, the King of Spirits offers thousands of identical rings on
a platterand asks him pick 'your' Rama’s ring. Hanuman is confused, at which
point the King says: ‘There have been as many Ramas as there are rings on this
platter. When you returnto earth you will not find Rama. This incarnation of Rama
is now over. Whenever an incarnation of Rama is to be over, his ring falls down. |
collect and keep them...” (A storyfrom A K Ramanujan’s Collected Essays. 1999).
This story can be interpreted as Ramayana is many in number and the possibility of having many
versions is also huge in number.

Today’s writers like Amish Tripathi and Devdutt Patnaik, are experimenting with the conceptof
Sruti with their unbound imaginative writing and rewriting the tales of Ramayana. They have
presented the mythic characters in different light which is widely accepted by their readers. The
former is widely known for his mythological fiction who respectfully humanizes the god and
brings them closer to common public whereas the latter emphasises on manageriallessons from
mythology to demonstrate a uniquely Indian approach to contemporary business.Both in their
own way fulfils the main aim of the mythology which guides the common publicin their difficult
situation. Both the writers way of presenting these mythological character is more fascinating
for present generation because the characters deals with present problems. Amish’s ‘/mmortal
of Meluha' is based on the premise that Lord Shiva was a real historical man wholived 4000
years ago and his grand adventures gave rise to the myth of the God.

1?

ita

According to Amish Tripathi people are intrinsically comfortable with multiple truths. All his
books tell the tale of the Vedic people of our age from the creation of the culture more than
12,000 years ago. He believes the Vedic civilization was a survivor of ice age and the destruction
of the culture theory of 1000 years ago with the war that we call the war of the Mahabharata. He
believes all of us are there last descendants, so his books tell the tale of this race of people over
9000 year. That’s how they are linked to each other.

In his opinion the present Ramayana and its characters is actually 1980s television series which
was largely based on Ramcharit Manas which is 16th century modernisation of original
Valmiki Ramayana written by Saint Tulsi Das. He presents how the original Ramayana does not
have the concept of Laxman rekha and how in that Sita as a much strongercharacter. He gets his
inspiration from Adbhuth Rama was written by Valmiki, according to which there
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were two Ravanas and the elder Ravana was killed by Sita herself bytaking the form of Kali. In
his book Sita is abandoned soon after she was born and as an adopteddaughter she is portrayed to
be a fierce warrior who rules as an able prime minister and was destined to be a goddess. She

has marksmanship which surpasses her male peers. Trying to puthis interpretation he does not
change the storyline.

He sticks to the story but presents a different angle to look at it. Like instead of simply calling
Sita as daughter of earth he presents her someone who abandoned and then raisedby Janak
and Sunaina. In the original text the mother Sunaina has a very shadowed image whereas here
she is presented as a strong figure. In chapter ten she teaches her adopted daughter “Running away
is never the solution. Confront your problems. Manage them. That is the way of the warrior.”
Amish’s mother figure is also a strong character who instead of teaching her daughter any
stereotypical thing meant for girls she is teaching her how she have survived likea warrior. The
typical patriarchal element is removed where the king have to take care of the

kingdom the queen will only focus on household responsibilities. “But the new queen
Sunaina who had married Janak two years earlier was not of the ideal sort. She plannedto restore
Mithila to its old glory. Janak was spending more and more time lost in the world ofphilosophy™
Amish’s Sita is a confident woman and speaks her mind which is absolutely different from the
televised Sita who accepts things decided by her father before her marriageand husband after
her marriage.

‘I thought you intended to win my hand,’ said Sita. ‘I do. But I will win 1t the right way. I will
win according to the rules.” These lines show how she meets Ram before their swayamvar and
how ram tells her his intention.

Amish even introduces other character called Samichi who was not mentioned in the ancient
Ramayana. She is new character introduced by Amish in his book; another strong female
character send to Sita with an intention of malice but presented as both friend and enemy. Sheis
presented as someone who betrayed her friend and becomes a reason of her downfall. In my
opinion this character could be one of the female demon from Ravana’s Ashok Vatika who
ended up becoming a mother figure for Sita during her abduction there. Being a demon she was
obligated to Ravana as her king so at the very end she fulfilled her duty even though she had
soft corner for Sita.

The characters in Amish’s book like Jatayu, hanuman, etc. are presented as someone related to
Sita not to ram which makes her character stronger than in ancient text where all the main stream
warrior were presented as friend of or devotee of ram and presenting Sita as someone who is
helpless and needed to be protected by her husband and his troops.

Devdutt Pattanaik’s Sita

“The epic tale of the Ramayana” is centred on the lives of "Rama," the most admired prince in
India, and his wife "Sita." A mythical tale that has been pas h many centuries is
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the Ramayana. Since the beginning of time, Rama's character has received the greatest attention
since he is renowned for keeping his word no matter what the situation. In the past, Sita's role
has typically been disregarded. Devdutt in his book is telling the epic Ramayana as it is by
bringing Sita into foreground because she is a single mother, Sita also plays an important role.
She had a great deal of ups and downs by herself. She is yet frequently characterised as being
weak and humble. Although Sita is depicted as a meek figurein the current book, the author has
focused on the very fact that she was a lady with enormousstrength. She is presented as a woman
who takes decision for herself different from ram from whom every decision was taken: first
stepmother later on a washer man. The author of the bookhas provided a more thorough depiction
of Sita's early years by presenting the concept of grabbing and attraction of nature. Her bond
and dialogues with the women in Lanka at the "Ashoka Vatika," the thoughts that were
expressed among them, Sita's forest stay with her husband and then her subsequent lone stay,
her relationship with her father, King Janak, who was a very sober and spiritual person. Her
relationships with her sisters, the trees in the forest (she enjoyed living in the woods), and her
connection to mother earth are all also shown. In addition to restating the entire Ramayana, this
book portrays Sita in a kind and gracious manner.

Drawing parallels:

Amish and Devdutt talks about Adbhuth Ramayana where the Sita’s character was never of a
weak woman, and she is depicted as someone who will kill a devil with a hundred heads,
recommending she is prepared to kill Ravana who has just ten. Sita in both the text is presentedas
a strong figure and the readers can read the whole text in her perspective. The writers presentthe
character of Sita with a different angle, and highlights the power of women and her role in
strengthening the society.

Contrast:

The authors cannot be compared as one writes mythological fiction and the other writes
mythology. Devdutt’s writing is primarily nonfiction and place more emphasis on the ancient
scriptures. There are certainly viewpoints and interpretations in his works, but these are not
made-up stories. Whereas even though they both are trying to bring the character Sita into
forefront in their texts-"Sita: warrior of “Mithila” and "Sita: An illustrated retelling of the
Ramayana” both are different from each other. The former Sita is a considered as Vishnu
whereas later is still considered as wife of Rama. Even though both Sita’s waited for Ram to
rescue them they have different reasons to do so. Devdutt tried to present Ramayana in Sita’s
perspective but still presented her as weak without having her own aid and not knowing who she
is till the end where Amish’s Sita knew about her abilities and who she is. She had her ownaid
and supporter unlike Devdutt’s Sita. Devdutt tried to make his Sita strong but at the end he
presented her someone who is dependent and inspired by men around her whereas Amish
presents his Sita as who learns and imitates her mother one of the strong motivator of her warrior
personality.
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Conclusion

This paper’s main goal was to examine mythological texts and the various ways that they have
been recounted in popular culture. The study described how mythology retellings first appearedin
the early modern period and how, through time, the nature of the tales began to change. Thebooks
Sita: An Illustrated Retelling of Ramayana, by Devdutt Pattanaik and Sita: Warrior of Mithila
by Amish recounts the epic from Sita’s point of view and includes all Ramayana interpretations,
served as the main source for this study. The ancient mythical women have been transformed in
the hands of revisionist mythmakers and destined to reach same destinationthough taken different
path. It will not be wrong to say that mythmakers is the conscience keeper whereas Amish is the
populist leader. The possibility of these becoming modern sourceof Ramayana for contemporary
generation is quite high. The research's fundamental issue wasresolved by the study: Mythology's
core ideas hold true even when its stories and retellings aremodified.
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Abstract:

This paper draws upon poststructural reading of a prominent postmodern novel, Player Piano by
Kurt Vonnegut. Inspired by the first and second Industrial revolution, the novel portrays the
dystopian world in which the human work force is completely replaced by machines. The novel
deals with the dehumanizing effects of advanced science and it is based on the Kurt's work
experience at General Electric during World War I1. Through the analysis of the text by correlating
it with industrial revolution, the rebellion led to eradicate dehumanized physical work and
globalization, the paper is based on the stance of Foucault’s ideology to analyse the exercise and
practice of power which is actually a network, spread through society. It also relies on the analysis
of the system of exclusion and marginalization of Foucault. Derrida’s notion of difference in
addition to the perception that there can be no limits of intertextuality is another standpoint of this
paper. What is more, is it attempted to focus on the references of Marxism, capitalism and
hierarchical binary division of society based on technology. Finally, it deconstructs the text based
on the references present in it regarding the rigid societal division of the dystopian world driven
by technology, the protagonist’s attempt to bring it down and its consequences.

Key Words: Poststructuralism, dehumanization, industrial revolution and technology.

Introduction

Player Piano is a debut novel by Kurt Vonnegut which is highly drawn from his experience and
observations at Generic Electric. Vonnegut is widely popular as a postmodern novelist since his
works depict a dystopian world set during the period of post-World War II. Vonnegut created a
connected world with elements that he would continue to build upon throughout his career. His
early short stories have kindled the plot and themes for his novels later. The novel, Player Piano
creates a dystopian world of automation, capitalism and hierarchical binary division of society
based on technology. This paper tries to deconstruct the text by finding the contradictions,
conflicts. and absence of certain elements. Through close textual analysis, the underlying contexts
will be brought out and discussed with Derrida’s notion of intertextuality and Foucault’s ideology
to analyse the exercise and practice of power and its relation. The methodology used here is close
reading of the text to deconstruct the hidden meaning and reveal the play of irony in the novel.
Poststructural Stance

Roland Barthes states that all texts are connected to all others in an unending chain of intertextual
relations. He announced that the text is produced and not consumed by the reader, the death of the
author causes the birth of the reader. A text is thus plural in origin, and polysemic in nature. There
is no definite margin to a text. Vonnegut’s Collier’s short story acts ag or for this novel.
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FLORA AND FAUNA IN ABHIGNAANASHAAKUNTALAM

Dr. K. Padmaja
Professor & Head, Aurora’s Degree college, Hyderabad

kpadmajasam@gmail .com

Abstract :

Ancient Indian literature was the reflection of the bond between human and nature. Nature plays
important role in human life. Nature inspires us to auspicious deeds. There is a very close
relationship between man and nature. It is no wonder than that Nature has been depicted in glorious
terms by our poets. Kalidasa is well known as the best Sanskrit poets. His art of depicting human
nature has been highly spoken of nearly by every writer. His description of animal and vegetable
nature has been enrolled as “depicting an Indian landscape in vivid colors” by Prof. MacDonnell
among European writers.

The literary works of Kalidasa contain fine pictures of trees, plants, creepers, flowers, birds
and animals. Kalidasas characters have close communion with nature. His nature ;esponse to
humanity. The Flora and Fauna of any given regions are usually explained in Biological terms to
include the genus and species of plant and animal life, their preferred growing or breeding habits,
and their connection to one another in the environment as well. Biologists and environmentalists
study the plants and animals of a region for a number of reasons. Preservation and conservation
are main reasons why they are important for the researchers, as their ability to teach scientists new
things about biology.

In this paper an attempt is made to present the description flora and fauna in Abhhignaana
shaakuntalam of kalidasa in different aspects.

Key Words: kalidasa, flora, fauna , and nature description

Introduction :

Kalidasa is one of the greatest poets of India and of the world. According to tradition, Kalidasa
was one of the nine gems (Navaratnas) in the court of Vikramadithya. There is no authentic
information regarding the date of Kalidasa. Kalidisa wrote three plays. Among them
Abhignaanshaakuntalam ("Of Shakuntala recognised by a token") is generally regarded as a
masterpiece. In Abhijanashaakuntalam , the great poet Kalidasa showed how Shakuntala nurtured
an intense relationship with the environment— flora and fauna — the trees, animals and forest.

In the Rig Veda, the forest goddess Aranyani is presented as the protector of forest. She is the
protector of flora and fauna. This concept of representation of forest by a female deity can be seen

- inmost of India’s forest region. Indian women, the ‘Aranyani Sukta’, and forest conservation —

these three are interrelated.

The fourth act of Abhignaanashaakuntalam contains most touching scenes in the play. The act
brings home the truth that separation is always melancholic. Accompanied by Gautami,

ISSN : 0555-7860
UGC-CARE Group 1 Journal




at Hastinapura.

The “Tapovan” was a place, where a great bond was established between human beings and nature.

to take leave is echoed in the songs of shama birds,

Shakuntala also expresses her concern for the pregnant deer.that . “ O Father .. when this doe,
roaming at the edge of the hut, slow with child, is about to give birth, please send me someone to
announce the happy news”.

Ffraiwae o aftermdar A |
TGV Tl . Il (Shaakuntalam, chapter,4 slokal 1)

In Abhignaana Shaakuntalam, the 11% sloka of 4% Act explains that “The doe lets go its mouthful
of Dharba grass, the Peacock is weary of dancing, the vines dropping yellow leaves..seems to have
trembling limbs”.

Shakuntala is bidding farewell to the plants, trees, birds and animals and to her hand maids,
Anasooya and Priyamvada » whom she has so far treated as her own sisters and with whom she
has lived without being separated even for a single moment in her life. Even sage Kanva is so
] overcome with emotion that his voice staggers. He is seen behaving as if he was a Grihasthasrami
1 (Head of House Hold). It is in this act that Kalidasa has endowed the fawn (the young one of the
stag) Deergapanga and the wild Jasmine plant, Vana Jyotsna with sensations and emotions of
human beings. Kanva requests the flora and fauna of the Tapovans to grant Sakuntala permission
to take leave of.

Then Kanva maharshi says to them;

: BIGE| mmﬁrwmm

et vty viaat 7 a1 veway. |

A 9: TR e RERIVCGEE

8 afe s o wdeEEa (Shaakuntalam -4 Chap, 8™ sloka)

“She who refuses to take any drink without you being watered and she who is hesitant to pluck
tender buds and she who celebrates it a festivity, when you blossom for the first time that Sakuntala
is leaving for her husband’s palace. Let everyo i
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to Sakuntala that something hinders the tip of her silken clothes when she is about to set out to
Hasthinapura”.

7e e wifeoifigT R e s ga sl |
wreEfEiEtian seft @sd 7 gFaw: gl g |

(4™ chapter, 13 sloka)

She turns and looks back. Then Kanva maharshi tells her” it is the young one of the stag named
Deergapanga, whose mouth ,when injured with the dharba grass, she smeared with a herbal oil and
cured the wound and whom you have fed with the syaamaaka grains as if it were your most beloved
young one.”

Kalidasa described the Nature, the Flora and Fauna in his Abhignaana Shaakuntalam very

beautifully .There are many more descriptions on flora and fauna in Abhignaana Shaakuntalam,
but I have taken some examples to present.
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Abstract

Magnetic field strength is one of the important measurements in industrial environments
where magnetic field needs to be maintained under specific limits to avoid disturbance to electrical
equipment. An electric current when flows through a conductor in a magnetic field, a transverse
force is applied on the moving charges hence charge carriers are pushed to one side of the
conductor.A build up of charge at sides of the conductors produces a voltage. This measurable
transverse voltage is named the Hall Effect after EH Hall who discovered it. In the present work Pic
microcontroller based Magnetic Field Strength Meter was developed. The hardware implementation
of this system contains Pic microcontroller, LCD screen and a precision, low-offset analog Hall
Effect sensor Allegro ACS75x. The magnetic field strength meter measures magnetic flux density
and displaying on LCD screen. The system provides easy implementation, economical and precise
measurement of strength of the magnetic field.

Key words: Magnetic flux, Hall effect, Pic Microcontroller, ACS75x sensor

I.1. Introduction

Measurement of strength of the Magnetic field is basic measurement used to know the
intensity of magnetic field. It is a quantitative measurement which gives strength or the weakness of
the magnetic field. The strength of the Magnetic field is denoted by symbol H and its units are
ampere/meter. Whereas magnetic flux density is given by knowing the number of lines of force
passing through a unit area of material, it is denoted by B and its unit is Tesla(T).The relation
between B and H can be known by the formula B= pOH.Thus the strength of the magnetic field
intensity H is directly proportional to the induced flux density B. Thus measurement of one
parameter gives the other parameter.

The revolution in solid state electronics led to many innovative principles. One such
innovation is development of Hall Effect based sensor for measurement of strength of the magnetic
field. In the present paper Hall Effect sensor is used to measure magnetic field strength. Hall Effect
sensor generates output in the form of voltage. The amount of output voltage generates is directly
proportional to strength of magnetic field. The sensors developed for measuring Hall Effect has
many applications in position detection, speed measurement, magnetic field detection and magnetic
field strength measurement. Two different modules exist in Hall Effect sensors. One is linear type
Hall Effect sensor module and another one is switch type of Hall Effect sensor module.

Working principle:

ValziexH]| /.

Fig-l: working principle of Hall effect sens
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at branch of knowledge which correlates the financia) T~
Bchavioral finance helps us to' know :}bom i IIUreLer‘f‘d‘
ous things when they invest in dlf’f'ere:nt Investment ayen, ' of
¢s that human decisiops are not rational,the presen: by
attempt to understand how these bchavioura[ as;n_:cts influence Lh? ﬁnamf:a! deciiic:;'cl; v
individual. In this paper. particularly the relationship }wtween bchavro_ural biases and inVestmen
objectives of the individual investors during the papdz_amw has been exaxmqed. The study s “":ia-a:;
analyse that if an individual mvestor withdraws hus investment to meet his unexpected experce.
tackle the crisis, then what would be the nature of mvcstmept he is mqmd@“-lng from his F“:'I?.fg?-':)
Further, the study examines the impact of mental accounting, loss aversion, herd mentaliry 01-;
confidence biases on the investors expected rate of return and duration of investment c‘.a:.:'.;g )
respondents between 25 10 60 years of age group. The results have been analysed and concluda ut

some of the selected behavioural biases have a strong impact on investment decisions.

Abstract

Behavioural Finance 1s th
psychological aspects of Inveslors.
people about how they {hink of vari

: les. -Pf-.-
branch of knowledge strongly believ s

Kepvords:Bchavioural Biases, Mental accounting, loss aversion and herd mentality

1.I.  Introduction
Behavioural Finance is that branch of knowledge which correlates the financial dacisions ad

psychological aspects of Investors. Behavioral finance helps us to know about the mindset of e
people about how they think of various things when they invest in different investment avenuss. This
branch of knowledge strongly believes that human decisions are not rational, the present snudy 5@
attempt to understand how these behavioural aspects influence the financial decisions of &
indi+idual. Behavioral finance attempts to explain and increase understanding of the reasonisg
p s of investors,including the emotional processes involved and the de-gree to which they
i.iluence the decision-making process. Essentially, behavioral finance attempts (0 explain e
what, why, and how of finance and investing decisions from a human perspective.

1.2.  Objectives:
1. To find out the type and objectives of investment among the individuals between 23 to ¢

years of age -

To analyze the type of investment withdrawn to face the uncertaintes

3 To examine the impact of Loss Aversion, Herd mentality and Mental
investment Avenues. ’ p

1.3 Hypothesis:

BehaviouralBiaseshave significant im
g ‘ pacton type of lnves s ople
i.4.  Research Design P estments L‘P‘td}%

Sumpling Technique:The Sampli g .
<50, q mpling has been collected using Random S
l3.

(]

Nature of Data
Pramary data is collected with the help of Ques
hel, of published articles

! [!\_f
- h ad wit
Condary data 18 collected
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Abstract i i
health, economic, social Organisatigp

Covid-19 pandemic has disrupt the |
world. Government of cach country imposing several measures like lockdown ang Socig] - "h
Migrant workers .daily wage earners are those that are are mo_s(ly effected by tha‘ dlsla%
Extended lockdown had result in fatigue their daily savings and thl_s lpade the migran:s Oig.
begin their journey to home town. This rcscarc}} paper mainly specialise on issues &so:- i
cocial. health, cconomic challenges faced by migrant workers because of extended 10&;“%
wclmiﬁucs adopted by central and state authoritics . The first case o'f Cow:d-l‘} come to Ijghtml
on January 30,2020 because of the explosion of the lockdowl:} in entire country declamm
march. In the lockdown period there’s no transportation facility, borders were Scale¢n '
restaurant all sorts of economic activities were stopped only except essential services Provided «
this made thousands of migrant workers to lose their livelihoods overnight and became hamf
The immediate problem faced by migrant workers were food, shelter, clothing, fear of anyjes, :
of getting infected and even some committed suicide. And most of the migrant workers Wht;,u-:
ravelling to their home towns stuck in stations or district borders and even in some states )
were forced to walk many of miles on foot to reach their home town without public rapid tra
When people don’t get any opportunity for the livelihood and employment generally labor migrzi;
takes place. National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganized Sector (NCEUS) ren
around 92% of India workers with informal employment, 30% of migrant workers are working:
% of migrant workers are working as regular salaried workers. This pyx

casual workers and 35%
especially focuses on how the impact of covid-19 had on effect on the migrant workers.

Keywords:Migrant workers, Covid-19, Lock down and Economic challenges

1.1 Introduction
The covid-19 pandemic has brought immense changes in society and this has been resulih_

in lower & middle class changes . It has effected people countrywide . The gmiemmf
hastacklecertain actions in order to manage the spread of virus covid-19. In India natmﬂ-"““"_
lockdown was declared on 24" March 2020 for 21 days it was further extended until 31° Y7
imposition of strict lockdown and inter-intra state movements emanate in SEVETC blow 1
livelihood of millions of people especially migrant workers. The international Jabour 0rgan? ¢
forecasted that due to covid-19 pandemic & the lock down 400 million workers becom® pcnﬂ’ld"
Most of njljg?*:mts in the state emanate from Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar pradesh followe H
Bihar majo_my_of migrant workers are daily wage l‘aborers workin En different consirue IO:M
manufacturing industries. Most of the migrm{l workers in rural areas . 1 for came 10 cities 10°¢ b
to survive their life. Due to covid-19 pandemic fact h d - ; ife & fred
manifestation of the migrant workers are worih Jfactors that had impac

- : ; considering here
The influence of covid-19 on migrant workers overb g :
from differcnt parts of country started w verblown
children along with their beloneing o _
heir home from different parr:c;:i;?s”z::dc ;le with their empty in extrefth
lockdown in relevancy the covid-19 the ¢ ntry. Afi
be avoided by providing food, shelter4 4

; lown in numerable ¥
alking typically on foot manyS

ay

d whether this !
the workers at the placedHe!
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A Study of Research in Higher Educational Institutions — Challenges
and Implications
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Abstract: Universities are primarily the nodal centres for Academic Research in India. However, the need for and
awareness of quality research are not understood clearly among the academia leading to a wide disparity in research
activity and output across the country, both in quality as well as quantity. It is widely felt that the academicians from
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) of National and International repute, do not justify the role of Researchers and
many of them do not confirm to the International Academic standards of rescarch. The understanding and contribution
to quality research in their specific area of study seem to be an imminent challenge faced by the academicians in the
HEISs in India. The study aims to gauge the levels of awareness of quality research among the academicians in HEIs
and to assess various factors leading to low quality research in these institutions. The Study includes a sample survey
on 140 respondents using an online questionnaire to assess the levels of understanding among them with regard to
quality research in HEIs and also to analyze the various causative factors contributing to poor research in HEIs. The
present study reveals that lack of funding for quality research, target based research activities, multiple roles played
by the academia and paucity of incentivization for research work to be the major deterrents for poor quality research
in India.

Keywords: Higher educational institutions, quality research, research metrics, national publications, research fund-
ing
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INTRODUCTION

Research in the areas of Management and Social Sciences has a multi- faceted and chequered history in India.
An analysis of research publications around the world has shown that while India is among the worlds top countries
in terms of scientific research output, the country’s universities have fallen way behind in providing good scientific
research works and papers. But if one goes by the recent world university rankings, the Indian Institutes have been
slipping from their positions since 2012. One of the major causes of being poor research capacity.

There are more than 819 (2018) Universities in India — 47 Central Universities, 367 State Universities, 123 Deemed
Universities 282 Private universities (University Grants Commission, 2017). Apart from the above universities, other
institutions are granted permission to autonomously award degrees. However, they do not affiliate colleges and are
not officially called “universities” but “autonomous organizations™ or “autonomous institutes”. They fall under the
administrative control of the Department of Higher Education. These organizations include the Indian Institutes of
Information Technology, Indian Institutes of Technology, the National Institutes of Technology, and the like. As of
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